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Witness Statement of Mithun Shah  

On behalf of Premises Licence Holder Eggwala Ltd 

Introduction 

1. I Mithun Shah am the Managing Director of Eggwala Ltd, the new premises

licence holder and operator of premises, formerly known as The Aura, but now

trading as Manek Chowk and “Babylon Restaurant and Bar” at 763-765 Harrow

Road, HA0 2LW.  I make this statement in response to (a) the review application

by Brent police; (b) the application to transfer the licence from KN Bros Ltd to

Eggwala Ltd and (c) the change of Designated Premises Supervisor into my

own name. The transfer application was made on 14 December 2024 and had

immediate effect. This means that my company, Eggwala Ltd is to be treated as

the licence holder at the hearing before the licensing sub-committee on 7

February 2025.

2. Eggwala Ltd has been incorporated since 21 May 2021.  I am the sole director

of the company. I am able to confirm to members of the licensing sub-committee

that, save as disclosed in this statement, neither I nor my company has any

financial, personal, family or similar relationship with the former licence holder

KN Bros Ltd or its directors.

3. Eggwala Ltd have been established as a takeaway food business since 2023 at

93A Ealing Road in Wembley.  We operate under the trading name Manek

Chowk. The business provides a range of Northern and Southern Indian style

foods for takeaway.  The food offered is popular with the Asian community in

Brent.  As a director I have 20 years of experience in the food catering trade.

4. We are a bona fida company with the settled intention to take over the whole of

the business that previously operated as The Aura and operate it in full

compliance with the terms of the premises licence and in a manner that

promotes the licensing objectives. I have read the documents served by police
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and other interested parties setting out their concerns. Whilst it is not my role to 

condemn, nor praise, the previous licence holder KN Bros Ltd, I readily accept 

that the evidence discloses very serious issues as to the manner in which the 

former operator ran The Aura and their poor compliance record. I am aware of 

the two previous reviews of The Aura’s premises licence and the seriousness 

of the issues raised. 

5. I do not operate my company in the same manner as the previous licence

holder. I believe that compliance with the hours and conditions on a premises

licence is mandatory, not optional, and recognise that the restrictions on the

licence are there to safeguard the public interest by promoting the licensing

objectives of preventing crime and disorder, preventing public nuisance,

protecting children from harm and public safety.

Involvement with The Aura 

6. Our involvement with The Aura began in June 2024 when Eggwala Ltd took a

management agreement to operate a new restaurant concession at the front of

the premises. We were not responsible for the overall management of The Aura

but focused on providing a high quality Indian food offering in our section where

we operated a new restaurant known as “Manek Chowk”.  The idea was to test

if the Eggwala Ltd concept could be successful at The Aura in a different location

to our current takeaway venue at premises on the Ealing Road. The results from

7 months of trading show that trade in the restaurant and takeaway services

have financial potential and that we can build a business based on the Eggwala

concept.

7. We became aware that The Aura was being put up for sale in October 2024.

We saw this as a good opportunity to expand our food concession into a full sit-

down restaurant and take over the whole premises so more dining customers

could enjoy our food together with a bar and lounge facilities. Although the bar

and lounge elements will be ancillary to the main restaurant, we currently see
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this element as essential to the financial viability of this popular local venue. It 

is not uncommon for large restaurants to also have a bar and lounge areas. This 

does not mean we have any intention of running the venue as a quasi-nightclub. 

We do not. That is not our background or business model. 

 
The purchase process 
 
8. Eggwala Ltd have instructed our own solicitors Saracens to act on the 

company’s behalf to purchase the business and transfer the leasehold for the 

whole of The Aura to my company for a 15 year period.   

 
9. The process involves an agreement for the landlord as the freeholder of the 

property RHS Banqueting to assign the lease from the current lessee KN Bros 

trading as the Aura to Eggwala Ltd.   

 
10. At the time of this licensing sub committee hearing I can confirm that parties are 

in the process of agreeing to transfer a lease. I enclose a copy of a letter from 

my solicitors [at section 2 of the evidence pack] that explains the current 

progress of the sale. 

 
11. I also enclose a letter [at section 3 of the evidence pack] from my companys 

accountant on financing, as well as bank statements [at section 4 of the 

evidence pack] to show means to purchase the business. 

 
12. The sub-committee will appreciate that the full sale and handover of money for 

the business cannot take place until we know if a premises licence still exists 

for the premises. Without a licence there is no business to purchase.  

 
13. I can assure the sub-committee that if the licence survives this review process 

in a shape that makes the venue viable to operate, then none of the previous 

owners or managers of The Aura will work for our new restaurant. I am happy 

to accept conditions being added to the licence to this effect so my promise has 

legal force. 

  

14. I can also confirm that Eggwala Ltd has transferred other regulatory matters into 
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its name for example the business rates [at section 5 of the evidence pack]. This 

is in addition to the transfer of the premises licence to our company and the 

change of Designated Premises Supervisor which is in my name 

 
The new concept 
 
15. We have already rebranded Aura as Babylon Restaurant and Lounge and have 

provided a new and improved layout, new food (offering a Lebanese and Asian 

cuisine) plus beverage menu and new seating facilities to be able to change the 

overall theme of the venue. It will be food led with regulated entertainment and, 

from time to time, live music for the enjoyment of our diners. With reference to 

Manek Chowk we will continue to operate as a full vegetarian restaurant and 

propose to open the business from 12 noon. I enclose some photographs [at 

section 7 of the evidence pack] to show the new concept and the existing 

restaurant(s) we have created. 

 
16. We are aware that the manner in which The Aura was previously operated 

caused issues to local residents. I have indicated we are seeking to attract a 

different clientele from the past. Since it is my intention to be a far better 

neighbour than the previous operator, I am prepared to  take the following steps 

and offer the following concessions in relation to the operation of the business 

as follows: 

 

a) To reduce the terminal hour by 1 hour everyday of the week this shall 

mean that alcohol timings shall be reduced to Sun-Thurs until 00:00 

and Fri and Sat to 01:00 with a closing time of 30 minutes later. 

  

b) The owners and management team previously employed at The Aura 

shall not work in any capacity at the new licensed venue.  

 

c) New training to be provided to improve and resolve previous issues with 

non-compliance with licensing conditions and so ensure that conditions 

on the existing premises licence are complied with to promote the 

licensing objectives. 
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d) The capacity of the premises to be reduced from 220 persons to 200 

persons (amending condition 19). 

 
 
 

Meeting with police on 8 November 2024 

 

17. We originally suggested a transfer of the premises licence into the name of my 

wife Ana Maria Grama. It was hoped she would be involved in assisting me in 

managing the new venue hence why she was put forward. At this stage I hadn’t 

taken any legal advice on the appropriate identity of the licence holder and now 

realise this was a mistake. We went into this meeting thinking it was an informal 

introductory meeting rather than one having formal legal implications that would 

be used in evidence against us. However, given our lack of preparation, I do 

understand why police have raised concerns about my wifes lack of experience. 

 

18. On advice received from our licensing agents after this meeting it was decided 

to withdraw this transfer application and make a more professional application. 

We therefore applied to transfer the licence into the name of my existing food 

company Eggwala Ltd. I also nominated myself as the Designated Premises 

Supervisor given my experience in the hospitality trade and my intention to take 

direct operational control of the business.   

 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
 
 

19. We believe our new restaurant and lounge bar will be welcomed by people who 

live and work in the area – so long as it is run responsibly and professionally. 

Which is exactly what I intend to do. We are not aiming to attract the same 

clientele as before and expect a more mature customer base to be attracted to 

our food-led venue. 
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20. I have never faced any licensing or regulatory enforcement action in my 

professional career since 2002 of over 20 years. I ask to be judged on my record 

rather than on the poor record of the previous licence holder. If the sub-

committee permits the licence to continue I will be offering employment to some 

25-30 people and ensure that a popular venue serves the public rather than 

becomes another boarded up commercial venue. I respectfully ask the sub-

committee to give me a chance to prove I will be good to my word by allowing 

the transfer of the premises licence and DPS position into my name and taking 

steps on the review application that enable my new venue to thrive. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Statement of Truth 

 
This statement consisting of 6 pages is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Print Name: Mithun Shah 

 
Signature: Mithun Shah 

 
Dated: 05/02/25 
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4th February 2025 

Our Ref:  HBS/Eggwala 

 

 

 

Brent Council Alcohol and Licensing Sub-Committee  
Brent Civic Centre 
Engineers Way  
Wembley  
Middlesex 
HA9 0FJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
Re:  Property:  763-765 Harrow Road Wembley HA0 2LW  

Our Client: Eggwala Ltd 
        
We write in relation to the above referenced matter and can confirm that we are instructed 
by Eggwala Ltd on the Assignment of the lease to them. 
 
We are liaising with the current lessees solicitors, Bradberrys Solicitors who have confirmed 
that they are instructed by the lessee KN Bros Limited, and are in the process of preparing a 
draft contract pack for us  
 
I am now also informed that Harold Benjamin Solicitors are acting for the landlord, RHS 
Banqueting Limited, in regards the Assignment formalities and their requirements. I am 
informed that the landlord has no objection to the assignment of the lease to Eggwala Ltd. 
 
Our client has instructed that they wish to complete the Assignment of the Lease as soon as 
possible 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
 
 

Saracens Solicitors  
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We also provide catering for your special events. Please get in
touch with us at 07383449499 to discuss your needs and make

arrangements.

C A T E R I N G  S E R V I C E S
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Photographs of Manek Chowk and Babylon Bar and 

Restaurant (formerly Aura) -  2025 
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Photo  1  - Exterior of Manek Chowk and Babylon Bar and Restaurant (formerly Aura) looking from 

the Harrow Road as at Feb 2025 

 

Photo 2 – Showing restaurant seating area inside front terrace of Manek Chowk
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Photo 3 – Showing restaurant seating area inside front terrace of Manek Chowk 

 

Photo 4 – Showing events and lounge area inside Babylon Lounge (set up for a wedding event) 
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  Photo 5 and 6 – Showing seating area inside main lounge and bar area  
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