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The Welsh Harp or Brent reservoir is owned by the Canal and River Trust. 

As the Environment Agency does not own the asset, it is not responsible 

for dredging the reservoir or testing the chemical composition of the silt. 

Riparian landowners are responsible for maintaining the river channel, 

banks, and associated vegetation in order to control flood risk. This 

includes the removal of general rubbish. 

The Environment Agency is, in partnership with the council, responsible for 

maintaining two trash screens that lie at the entrance to the Brent 

Reservoir: the Priestley Way trash screen that sits on the River Brent and 

the Edgeware auto-trash screen that sits on the River Silkstream. Both of 

these trash screens are cleared of debris on a weekly basis due to the 

large amount of debris that comes down the two rivers and collects at these 

locations. 

The Priestley Way trash screen is due some repair and maintenance work. 

This will include removal of overgrown vegetation, replacement of 

worn/damaged parts, and removal of current debris. Whilst these repairs 

need to be completed to keep the asset in good working condition, they do 

not currently prevent the asset from operating as it should. The 

Environment Agency hopes to complete this work by the end of February. 
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