
Licensing Committee
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Boardrooms 7 & 8, 3rd Floor, Brent Civic Centre

Membership:

Members
Councillors:
Ahmed (Chair)
Allie (Vice-Chair)
Chohan
Hector
Kennelly
Long
Maurice
McLeish
W Mitchell Murray
RS Patel

For further information contact: Devbai Bhanji, Governance Assistant
Tel: 020 8937 4011; Email: devbai.bhanji@brent.gov.uk

For electronic copies of minutes, reports and agendas, and to be alerted when the 
minutes of this meeting have been published visit:

www.brent.gov.uk/committees

The press and public are welcome to attend this meeting
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Notes for Members - Declarations of Interest:
If a Member is aware they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest* in an item of business, they 
must declare its existence and nature at the start of the meeting or when it becomes apparent and 
must leave the room without participating in discussion of the item. 
If a Member is aware they have a Personal Interest** in an item of business, they must declare its 
existence and nature at the start of the meeting or when it becomes apparent.
If the Personal Interest is also significant enough to affect your judgement of a public interest and 
either it affects a financial position or relates to a regulatory matter then after disclosing the 
interest to the meeting the Member must leave the room without participating in discussion of the 
item, except that they may first make representations, answer questions or give evidence relating 
to the matter, provided that the public are allowed to attend the meeting for those purposes.

*Disclosable Pecuniary Interests:
(a) Employment, etc. - Any employment, office, trade, profession or vocation carried on for 

profit gain.
(b) Sponsorship - Any payment or other financial benefit in respect of expenses in carrying 

out duties as a member, or of election; including from a trade union. 
(c) Contracts - Any current contract for goods, services or works, between the Councillors or 

their partner (or a body in which one has a beneficial interest) and the council.
(d) Land - Any beneficial interest in land which is within the council’s area.
(e) Licences- Any licence to occupy land in the council’s area for a month or longer.
(f) Corporate tenancies - Any tenancy between the council and a body in which the 

Councillor or their partner have a beneficial interest.
(g) Securities - Any beneficial interest in securities of a body which has a place of business or 

land in the council’s area, if the total nominal value of the securities exceeds £25,000 or 
one hundredth of the total issued share capital of that body or of any one class of its issued 
share capital.

**Personal Interests:
The business relates to or affects:
(a) Anybody of which you are a member or in a position of general control or management, and:

 To which you are appointed by the council;
 which exercises functions of a public nature;
 which is directed is to charitable purposes;
 whose principal purposes include the influence of public opinion or policy (including a 

political party of trade union).
(b) The interests a of a person from whom you have received gifts or hospitality of at least £50 as 

a member in the municipal year; 
or
A decision in relation to that business might reasonably be regarded as affecting the well-being or 
financial position of:

 You yourself;
 a member of your family or your friend or any person with whom you have a close 

association or any person or body who is the subject of a registrable personal interest. 
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Agenda

Item Page

1 Apologies for absence 

2 Declarations of interests 

Members are invited to declare at this stage of the meeting, the nature 
and existence of any relevant disclosable pecuniary or personal interests 
in the items on this agenda and to specify the item(s) to which they relate.

3 Minutes of the previous meeting 1 - 4

To approve the minutes of the previous meeting as a correct record.

4 Review of the Council's Gambling Licence 5 - 106

To receive the report from the Strategic Director of Regeneration & 
Environment seeking approval to consult on a new Statement of 
Gambling Principles

Date of the next meeting: As required

 Please remember to SWITCH OFF your mobile phone during the meeting.
 The meeting room is accessible by lift and seats will be provided for 

members of the public.





LONDON BOROUGH OF BRENT

MINUTES OF THE LICENSING COMMITTEE
Tuesday 22 May 2018 at 6.00 pm

PRESENT: Councillor Ahmed (Chair), Councillor Allie (Vice-Chair), Chohan, RS Patel, 
Kennelly, Hector, Long, W Mitchell Murray and Maurice.

Also Present: Councillors Dar, Hylton & Sangani.

1. Apologies for absence and clarification of alternate members 

No apologies were received

2. Declarations of interests 

There were no declarations of interest.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous meeting, held on 6 November 2017, 
were approved as an accurate record of the meeting.

4. Sub-Committee Appointments and Decision-making Arrangements 

The Committee received a report from the Director of Legal and HR Services 
detailing changes agreed at the Annual Council meeting on 14 May 2018 to the 
remit of the Licensing Committee.

The Committee noted:

1. The extension to the remit of the main Licensing Committee.  Whilst the 
Committee would continue to act as the Council’s statutory licensing committee in 
terms of discharging functions under the Licensing Act 2003 and the Gambling Act 
2005 it would now, in addition, exercise the Council’s other (non-executive) 
licensing and registration functions.  These additional functions had previously 
been the responsibility of the General Purposes Committee, which had now 
meant the Committee was now classified as an ordinary committee of the 
Council.

2. As part of the wider changes following on from 1. above, the Committee was 
being asked to consider:

a. the establishment of a single three Member sub-committee called the 
‘Alcohol and Entertainment Licensing Sub-Committee’ to consider and 
determine applications and other matters that could not be determined by 
officers under the Licensing Act 2003 and Gambling Act 2005, as detailed 
within sections 3.7 & 3.8 of the report; and



2
Licensing Committee - 22 May 2018

b. the establishment of a Regulatory Sub Committee, as detailed within section 3.9 
of the report to discharge the licensing and registration functions that did not 
relate to the Licensing Act 2003 or the Gambling Act 2005.

3. The requirement, as detailed within sections 3.11 – 3.20 of the report, for the 
Committee to review and determine the representation of political groups on 
any of its Sub-Committees established and to make appointments in 
accordance with the wishes of the political groups concerned.  Whilst there 
would be no requirement to apply the political balance rules to the Alcohol 
and Entertainment Licensing Sub-Committee they would apply in relation to 
the Regulatory Sub Committee.

Having considered the proposals detailed within the report, the Committee RESOLVED

(1) To approve the establishment of a single Alcohol and Entertainment Licensing Sub 
Committee and Regulatory Sub Committee, on the basis set out in sections 3.7 – 3.9 
of the report.

(2) To agree the allocation of seats to political groups on the Regulatory Sub Committee, 
in accordance with the political balance rules, as detailed within section 3.19 of the 
report (4 Labour: 1 Conservative); and

(3) To make the following appointments to each of its Sub Committees:

ALCOHOL AND ENTERTAINMENT SUB-COMMITTEE
AHMED (C) LABOUR
ALLIE LABOUR
CHOHAN LABOUR

SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS: 

HECTOR, KENNELLY, LONG, MAURICE, MCLEISH, R PATEL, W MITCHELL 
MURRAY

REGULATORY SUB-COMMITTEE
AHMED (C) LABOUR
ALLIE LABOUR
CHOHAN LABOUR
LONG LABOUR
MAURICE CONSERVATIVE

SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS: 

HECTOR, KENNELLY, MCLEISH, R PATEL, W MITCHELL MURRAY

The meeting closed at 6.15 pm

COUNCILLOR AHMED
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Chair





Licensing Committee
2 July 2018

 

Report from the Strategic Director 
of Regeneration & Environment

Draft Statement of Gambling Principles 

Wards Affected: All
Key or Non-Key Decision: Non-Key Decision
Open or Part/Fully Exempt:
(If exempt, please highlight relevant paragraph 
of Part 1, Schedule 12A of 1972 Local 
Government Act)

No. of Appendices: 1
Background Papers: None
Contact Officer(s):
(Name, Title, Contact Details)

Yogini Patel, Senior Regulatory Service Manager

1.0 Purpose of the Report

1.1 The London Borough of Brent is a licensing authority under the Gambling Act 
2005 (the Act). Section 349 of the Act requires licensing authorities to prepare 
and publish ever three years a Statement of Principles that sets out their 
policy for dealing with applications and regulating gambling premises within 
their borough. The Act also requires licensing authorities to keep the 
Statement under review from time to time.

2.0 Recommendation(s) 

That the Committee:

2.1 note the intention to consult on a new Statement of Gambling Principles; and

2.2 Comment on the draft Statement of Gambling Principles (31 January 2019 – 
30 January 2022) at Appendix 1 prior to the 12 week consultation being 
undertaken.

3.0 Detail 

3.1 The Gambling Act 2005 came into force in 2007, at which point Brent Council, 
as a Licensing Authority, became responsible for the licensing of gambling 
premises and specified gambling activities. These include betting premises 
including tracks and premises used by betting intermediaries (a person who 
provides a service designed to facilitate the making or acceptance of bets 
between others), adult gaming centres (AGCs), Family entertainment Centres 



(FECs), regulating gaming and gaming machines in alcohol licenced 
premises, granting permits for prize gaming, registering small society lotteries 
etc.

3.2 To facilitate this function Licensing Authorities are required to publish a 
Statement of Principles to apply whilst regulating gambling. This must set out 
the principles which the authority proposes to apply in exercising its licensing 
functions under the Act.

3.3 The aim of the Statement of Principles is to:

 Set expectations on how gambling will be regulated in the local area
 Set out how the authority intends to support responsible operators and 

take effective actions against irresponsible operators by granting, 
refusing or attaching conditions to premises licences

 Support licensing decisions that may be challenged in a court of law
 Reinforce to elected members on the Licensing Committee, the powers 

available to the authority as the licensing authority.

3.4 When preparing a Statement of Principles, licensing authorities are required to 
adhere to regulations and have regard to the Gambling Commission’s 
Guidance. Any licensing authority departing from the guidance should have 
strong and defensible reasons for doing so as to avoid the potential risks and 
costs that would arise from any Judicial Review.

3.5 The Statement of Principles must have regard to, and be consistent, with the 
Act’s three objectives:

 Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, being 
associated with crime or disorder or being used to support crime.

 Ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way
 Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or 

exploited by gambling

3.6 However, Licensing Authorities cannot consider matters relating to:

 moral objections to gambling. Gambling is a lawful activity and objections 
cannot be considered on these grounds alone;

 planning status of premises. A gambling licence application must be 
considered independently of any requirement for planning consent; and

 demand. The fact that there may already be sufficient gambling premises 
within an area to meet existing demand cannot of itself be considered when 
considering a new licence application.

3.7 Brent Council published its first Statement of Principles in January 2007, and 
then in January 2011 and 2016.

3.8 A draft Statement of Gambling Principles is attached at Appendix A.

3.9 The draft statement takes account of the Gambling Commission’s Guidance 
and relevant codes of practice. 



3.11 If any minor amendments to the Statement of Principles are required before it 
is published for consultation, these will be undertaken by the Strategic 
Director Regeneration & Environment

4.0 Financial Implications 

4.1 None specific

5.0 Legal Implications 

5.1 Preparing a Statement of Gambling Principles is a shared function of the 
council. Following the statutory consultation exercise, Cabinet will consider 
the responses and finalise the proposed changes. Subsequently, Cabinet’s 
proposals will be considered and adopted by Full Council.

5.2 In accordance with section 349 of the Act and regulations made under the Act, 
after adoption, the Council must publish its new Statement for a period of four 
weeks prior to its coming into effect on the Council’s website and make it 
available for public inspection. The Council must also advertise the fact that 
the Statement is to be published by publishing a notice on its website, and in a 
local newspaper and/or a public notice board in or near the Council’s offices 
and/or at a public library in the Borough. The Council’s new Statement will 
come into force on 31 January 2019.

6.0 Equality Implications

6.1 Section 2.8 of the draft Statement of Principles deals with equality matters.

6.2 An equality impact assessment is being conducted and will be 

7.0 Consultation with Ward Members and Stakeholders

7.1 All the responsible authorities, Councillors, Director of Public Health, premises 
licence holders and residents will be consulted before the Statement of 
Principles is finalised.

8.0 Human Resources/Property Implications (if appropriate)

8.1 None specific 

Background papers 

None

Contact Officers 

Yogini Patel

Report sign off:  

Amar Dave
Strategic Director Regeneration & Environment
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