
MINUTES OF THE RESOURCES AND PUBLIC REALM SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
Tuesday 3 July 2018 at 6.00 pm

PRESENT: Councillor Kelcher (Chair) and Councillors Nerva, Gill, S Butt and Stephens

1. Chair's Opening Remarks 

The Chair advised that Councillor Butt (Leader of the Council), Councillor 
McLennan (Deputy Leader) and Carolyn Downs (Chief Executive) were unable to 
attend the meeting as they were currently at the Local Government Association 
Conference. It was proposed therefore, that items 7 (Brent Priorities 2019 onwards) 
and 8 (Assets and Property Overview & Strategy Brief) which fell within Councillor 
Butt and Councillor McLennan’s portfolios respectively, be deferred to a special 
meeting of the committee on 16 July 2018. 

RESOLVED: that agenda items 7 (Brent Priorities 2019 onwards) and 8 (Assets 
and Property Overview & Strategy Brief) be deferred to a special meeting of the 
committee on 16 July 2018. 

2. Apologies for absence and clarification of alternate members 

Apologies were received from Councillors Gbajumo, Mashari and Kabir. Councillor 
Stephens was present as substitute member in place of Councillor Kabir. 

Apologies were also received from Lead Members, Councillor Butt (Leader) and 
Councillor McLennan (Deputy Leader) and from Carolyn Downs (the Chief 
Executive) who were currently attending the Local Government Association 
Conference. 

3. Declarations of interests 

There were no declarations of interest. 

4. Deputations (if any) 

There were no deputations. 

5. Minutes of the previous meeting 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 26 March 2018 be 
agreed as an accurate record of the meeting. 

6. Matters arising (if any) 

There were no matters arising. 
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7. Chair's Report 

The committee considered the Chair’s report which provided comment on the 
committee’s work-planning, training and other related activities. The report also 
shared with the committee details of urgent key decisions of which the Chair, in line 
with the council’s urgency procedures, had been notified. A number of 
recommendations were set out in the report for the committee’s consideration: 
these related to the urgent key decision and to work previously conducted by the 
committee. 

The Chair invited questions on the Chair’s report and asked the committee to 
consider the recommendations set out in the report.  

Members subsequently welcomed the addition of the Chair’s report as a standing 
item to the committee’s agenda and sought further details on the rapporteurships. 
The Chair confirmed that members could nominate themselves to undertake short, 
clearly defined investigations on subject matters of interest. Members would be 
expected to produce a short report for the committee’s consideration, ensuring that 
any recommendations proposed had been discussed with the relevant officers prior 
to submission. A member suggested that it would be helpful to receive a briefing on 
the process of undertaking rapporteurships, particularly from colleagues in other 
authorities which already employed the practice. 

RESOLVED: The committee recommended to Cabinet:

i) That if the sale of Wembley Stadium proceeds, at the point the stadium 
passed into private hands, the council write to the Valuation Office to ask 
that the Stadium’s business rates valuation be reconsidered and if the 
stadium was to be used purely to generate private profit, the full amount 
possible should be returned to the taxpayers of London (through the London 
business rates pilot pool).

ii) That the Cabinet always give due consideration of geographical spread 
when allocating Strategic CIL monies to projects in future.

iii) That the Cabinet introduce an additional requirement for private landlords 
under licence to tag all mattresses in their property in a manner that is not 
easy to overcome (for example smart water instead of a physical material 
tag) and widely publicises this new rule to act as a deterrent against mattress 
dumping in Brent.

8. Brent Priorities 2019 onwards 

At the start of the meeting, the committee agreed to defer this item to a special 
meeting of the committee scheduled for 16 July 2018. 

9. Assets and Property Overview & Strategy Brief (2019-2023) 'Making property 
assets work for Brent' 
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At the start of the meeting, the committee agreed to defer this item to a special 
meeting of the committee scheduled for 16 July 2018. 

10. 2017-18 Annual Scrutiny Report 

The Committee considered the 2017-18 Annual Scrutiny Report, which was divided 
into three sections, one for each of the three scrutiny committees. The report 
summarised the areas of scrutiny, task group work and other relevant activities 
undertaken by each scrutiny committee.  

RESOLVED: that the 2017-18 Annual Scrutiny Report be agreed. 

11. Affordable Housing in New Developments Task Group - Update and Terms of 
Reference 

The Chair invited Councillor Neva (Chair of the Task Group) to introduce the report 
which updated the committee on the progress of the task group and proposed new 
terms of reference for the committee’s approval.

Councillor Nerva advised that the task group had previously been established by 
the committee in the last municipal year but had been unable to progress due to the 
proximity to the elections. The new terms of reference attached as Appendix 1 to 
the report were broader to allow fuller consideration of the issues. A work 
programme had been established and it was anticipated that the report would be 
completed by September 2018, thereby allowing any recommendations to feed into 
the Local Plan currently in development. 

RESOLVED: that the revised Terms of Reference for the Affordable Housing in 
New Developments Task Group, set out at Appendix 1 to the report be agreed. 

12. Any other urgent business 

There was no urgent business. 

The meeting closed at 6.12 pm

M KELCHER
Chair


