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Item 17.1

Brent

Full Council — 26 November 2018
Motion selected by the Labour Group

Motion for a People’s Vote

This Council notes:

It is now twenty-eight months since the referendum in which 72,523 Brent residents voted by
a clear majority, to maintain the current benefits Britons enjoy, by staying in the European
Union.

In the months since, the “Vote Leave” campaign has been fined by the Electoral Commission,
and, the Chancellor has conceded that leaving the EU without a deal would blast an £80bn
black hole in the creaking public finances.

Those that voted to leave, did not vote to be poorer. But it is some of our poorest residents
that will be hardest hit; with a squeeze in living standards brought on by increased inflation
and the depreciation of the pound.

That, despite promises to the contrary, Government engagement of local political leaders has
been virtually non-existent.

That the London Assembly, the neighbouring boroughs of Camden, Ealing, Hammersmith
and Fulham have all passed motions that back a “People’s Vote” on the final deal and an
option to stay within the European Union.

This Council believes:

That Brent is better off together. And put simply, we are a global borough, united in opposition
to any form of Brexit that has deleterious effects on our residents.

That leaving the EU will disproportionately impact Brent, not least because Brent has the
second highest number of European residents in London. Moreover, many of the public
services our residents rely upon, from their GP to their waste collection, are provided by
dedicated European citizens.

That any deal which undermines the principles of the hard-fought “Good Friday Agreement”
should face wholesale rejection.

It is evident that a calamitous Brexit will hurt all but the very richest, and that it will be our
children, for the first time, poorer, less prosperous, with fewer opportunities than the
generation before.

With this in mind, this Council resolves to:

Voice its concern against any arrangement that damages the rights or prospects of EU
nationals in this proudly diverse borough.

Work with organisations representing EU nationals to help address the uncertainty that this
careless Government has left in its wake.

To liaise with local businesses, public sector partners, trade unions and our colleagues at the
West London Alliance to ensure that Brent remains open for business throughout any
transition period.

Call upon Parliament to entrust the British people with a meaningful vote on the final deal;
with options to remain in the European Union upon the ballot paper.

Councillor Neil Nerva
Queens Park Ward



