
Highlights of the Tricycle Theatre’s work with young people

The Tricycle works with Brent schools, communities and individuals to deliver 22,000 
learning opportunities annually through its Creative Learning Programme. They invest in 
creating meaningful relationships with young people, and communities, who are passionate 
about theatre but have limited access to it. 

 Minding the Gap works with up to 240 young refugees a week who have recently 
arrived in Brent. It is delivered in partnership with Brent Secondary Schools and 
Colleges and comprises of weekly workshops over 3 terms that use techniques which 
increase confidence, communication, skills and creativity. This year the students are 
embarking on achieving an Arts Award Bronze as part of their programme. 

 The Storylab project works with up to 270 children from Brent Primary School’s every 
year. The children take part in an immersive theatre experience which improves their 
attainment and enthusiasm for literacy. During Storylab 2017, the theatre will be 
working with 210 Brent students from 4 schools, including a Special School for the first 
time. The Primary schools they are working with are based in the 15% highest levels of 
income deprivation affecting children in London, with between 20 and 31 percent of 
children eligible for free school meals. 

 Mapping Brent was launched in 16/17 and is designed to increase engagement with 
communities and local businesses in Brent, particularly with areas of the borough the 
theatre hasn’t been able to engage with before. They have created 6 new community 
companies and are developing work based on stories from their local communities 
which will culminate in 6 new performances to be staged in Neasden, South Kilburn, 
Stonebridge, Wembley Park and Kilburn as part of Takeover 2017. 

 Press Road Youth Theatre works with 7-14 year olds from the Press Road Estate in 
Neasden. The theatre provides the only regular positive activity for children in an area 
well-known for its high level of crime and anti-social behaviour. The Indices of Multiple 
Deprivation Report from 2010 (IDR) places the Press Road Estate in the worst 1.4% of 
areas for 'Income Deprivation Affecting Children'. 

 Takeover is a 13 day festival celebrating the work of young people at the Tricycle. Last 
year they had around 500 participants and around 3000 audience members. The theatre 
partnered with our Youth Service and Elections Team to run workshops during the 
festival on Electoral Registration – one of our Scrutiny priorities. This year they plan to 
take the festival out across the borough to introduce the work to young people who may 
find it hard to access the theatre.

 The Tricycle Theatre continues to work with charitable organisations such as Tender, to 
deliver workshops to young people on issues paramount to them in a creative and safe 
space.


