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1.0   Summary 
 
1.1 The Council has the discretion to award rate relief to charities or non-profit 

making bodies. It also has the discretion to remit an individual National Non-
Domestic Rate (NNDR) liability in whole or in part on the grounds of hardship. 

 
1.2 This report includes applications received for discretionary rate relief since the 

Executive Committee last considered such applications in October 2012.  
 
1.3 The applications are for 100% discretionary rate relief from Meanwhile Space 

CIC who are working with the Council on the Electric House Project in 
Willesden and on the Wembley regeneration project.  These are detailed in 
Appendix 2. 

 
2.0 Recommendations 
 
 
2.1 Members are asked to agree granting Meanwhile Space CIC 100% 

discretionary rate relief in respect of the Electric House project in Willesden 
and their meanwhile use properties in Wembley Hill Road as detailed in 
Appendix 1. 

 
3.0 Details 
 
3.1 Details of the Council’s discretion to grant rate relief to charities, registered 

community amateur sports clubs and non-profit making organisations are 
contained in the financial and legal implications sections (4 and 6).  

 
3.2 Appendix 1 sets out the criteria and factors to consider for applications for 

NNDR relief from Charities and non-profit making organisations. This was 
agreed by the Executive in February 2008. 



   

 
 
3.3 Appendix 2 details the work of Meanwhile Space CIC in the Electric House 

project in Willesden.  It also details further applications from Meanwhile Space 
in respect of 2 other properties they have taken on as part of the Wembley 
Regeneration Programme (project known as Why Don’t You Wembley) as 
well as an extension of relief for 5-7 Wembley Hill Road.  It should be noted 
that the costs to the council in granting relief to Meanwhile Space will be 
borne by the projects so that in effect the award of relief is cost neutral. 

 
3.4 The criteria for awarding discretionary rate relief focuses on ensuring that the 

arrangements are consistent with corporate policies and relief is directed to 
those organisations providing a recognised valued service to the residents of 
Brent.  Further detail is set out in Appendix 1.  Any relief granted in 2012/13 
will be for a three-year period which follows the policy previously agreed by 
the Executive.  
 

3.5 Charities and registered community amateur sports clubs are entitled to 80% 
mandatory rate relief and the council has discretion to grant additional relief 
up to the 100% maximum.   
 

3.6 Non-profit making organisations do not receive any mandatory relief, but the 
Council has the discretion to grant rate relief up to the 100% maximum.  
 

4.0 Financial Implications  
 
4.1 Discretionary Rate Relief 
 
4.1 Charities and registered community amateur sports clubs receive 80% 

mandatory rate relief, for which there is no cost to the Council.  The Council 
has the discretion to grant additional relief up to the 100% maximum, but has 
to bear 75% of the cost of this from the Discretionary Relief Budget.  

 
4.2 Non-profit making organisations do not receive any mandatory relief, but the 

Council has the discretion to grant rate relief up to the 100% maximum.  The 
Council has to bear 25% of the cost of any relief granted. 

 
4.3 The Council, where it has decided to grant relief, has followed a general 

guideline of granting 100% of the discretionary element to local charities and 
25% of the discretionary element to non-local charities.  

 
4.4 It has also granted 25% of the whole amount requested (which is entirely 

discretionary) to non-profit making organisations. This general policy was 
endorsed for continuation by the Executive in February 2008. 

 
4.5 The total 2012/13 budget available for discretionary spending is £91,000. 

£105,346 has already been committed in respect of applications approved for 
2012/13. However there is no implication on the discretionary relief budget for 
awarding relief as set out in Appendix 2 as these schemes are cost neutral 
with the costs of relief being met by the project’s budget 



   

 
5.0 Staffing Implications 
 
5.1 None 
 
6.0 Legal Implications - Discretionary Rate Relief 
 
6.1 Under the Local Government Finance Act 1988, charities are only liable to 

pay 20% of the NNDR that would otherwise be payable where a property is 
used wholly or mainly for charitable purposes.  This award amounts to 80% 
mandatory relief of the full amount due.  For the purposes of the Act, a charity 
is an organisation or trust established for charitable purposes, whether or not 
it is registered with the Charity Commission.   Under the Local Government 
Act 2003, registered Community Amateur Sports Clubs also now qualify for 
80% mandatory relief.  

 
6.2  The Council has discretion to grant relief of up to 100% of the amount 

otherwise due to charities, Community Amateur Sports Clubs, and non-profit 
making organisations meeting criteria set out in the legislation.  These criteria 
cover those whose objects are concerned with philanthropy, religion, 
education, social welfare, science, literature, the fine arts, or recreation. 

 
Guidance has been issued in respect of the exercise of this discretion and 
authorities are advised to have readily understood policies for deciding 
whether or not to grant relief and for determining the amount of relief. Further 
details of the Brent policy are shown in Appendix 1. 

 
6.3 The Non-Domestic Rating (Discretionary Relief) Regulations 1989 allow Brent 

to grant the relief for a fixed period.  One year’s notice is required of any 
decision to revoke or vary the amount of relief granted, if in the case of a 
variation, it would result in the amount of rates increasing.  The notice must 
take effect at the end of the financial year. 

 
6.4 The operation of blanket decisions to refuse discretionary relief across the 

board would be susceptible to legal challenge on grounds that the Council 
would be fettering its discretion.  The legal advice provided to officers and 
Members is that each case should be considered on its merits. 

 
7.0 Diversity Implications 
 
7.1 Applications have been received from a wide variety of diverse charities and 

organisations, and an Impact Needs Analysis Requirement Assessment 
(INRA) has been carried out on the eligibility criteria.  All ratepayers receive 
information with the annual rate bill informing them of the availability of 
discretionary and hardship rate relief. Ratepayers who have previously 
applied for relief are sent annual discretionary application forms. Details of all 
the applicants are shown in the Appendices.   

 
 Background Information 
 



   

 Report to Executive 11th February 2008 – National Non-Domestic Relief and 
Hardship Relief. 

 
 Report to Executive 16th January 2012 – Non Domestic Rate Relief 
 
 Contact Officers 
 
 Paula Buckley, Head of Service Improvement - Brent House  
 Tel. 020 8937 1532 
 
 Richard Vallis, Revenues & IT Client Manager – Brent House 
 Tel 020 8937 1503 
 
 Alex Hearn, Regeneration Officer – Brent House 
 Tel 020 8937 1048 
 
 Nicola Lowis, Regeneration Officer – Brent House 
 Tel 020 8937 4477 
 
 
 
Mick Bowden 
Deputy Director of Finance  
 


